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2 Cor. Cap. x. Ver. 8. 


For tho I ſhould boaſt ſomewhat more of our Autho- 
rity (which the Lord hath given us for Edificat:on 


and not for your orien I ſhould not be 
WO. 


a Strain of St. Paul's two Epiſtles to them) were 
a conceited factious People, and there were 


this Weakneſs, and inſinuated Objections 
OS againſt the Apoſtles, and particularly Paul. 
Thoſe hinted in this Chapter were two ; one, that they walk'd 


according to the Fleſh, i. e. they had political Views, and made 


uſe of the common Methods of the World in what they did: 

Another, that they ſaw nothing extraordinary in our Apoſtle ;- he 
talk'd high indeed at a Diſtance, but preſent he made but a 
poor Figure; his Perſon, they ſaid, was feeble, and bis Speech 


geb ev .,; had nothing in it. Here it is that the Apoſtle 
raiſes his Language; the Weapons of our Warfare, ſays he, are 


not carnal (alluding probably to the Reflections againſt his 
Perſon and Voice, which have ſo much Force in human Ora- 


- tory) our Weapons are not carnal, but mighty in the. Hands. f 
God to the pulling down of ftrong Holds, Our Service calls us 
to beat down human Reaſonings, and every high Thing that exalts 
ztſe if againſt the Knowledge of God, and to captivate every 


A 2 | Thought 
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N G- © H E Corinthians (as it appears from the whole 


| not wanting ſome who took an Advantage of 
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Thought to the Obedience of Chriſt, Nor do we want Power to 
puniſh all Di ſobedience when it becomes ſeaſonable to exert it. 
. re ” fo weak as to judge from the Face and Appearance 
only? If any Man pretends to belong to Feſus Chriſt, J hope he 
will allow us at leajt the ſame Privilege which he aſſumes to him- 
ſelf, that as he is Chriſt's, even ſo are we Chriſt's. And then 
immediately follows the Text, Tho' I ſhould beaſt, mepiogcrepoy 
Ti ſomewhat more of our Authority, tho" I ſhould claim an Au- 
thority extraordinary, and of a ſuperior Kind (which the Lord 
hath given us for your Edification and not for your Deſtruction) 
I ſhould not be aſhamed, J might eaſily ſupport my Claim. 
Without entring further into the Meaning or Occaſion of theſe 
| Words, we have here on one Side the Apoſtle afferting an Au- 

 thority ſuperior to that of common Chriſtians ; an Authority given 
them by Feſus Chriſt; and given them for the Edification and not 
Deſtruction of the . e On the other Side, we have the 
Objections of ſome ill Men, that the ?Yhole was a political Con- 
trivance, a Thing of the World ; and that the Apojtles acted with 
| the ſame Ends and Views as Aber Men did; that they might 
frighten People at a Diſtance ; but to thoſe who Io“ d cloſe at them, 
they were juſt the ſame as others; their Perſons, ZDetr Capacities 
and Acquirements not one Fot ſuperior. 

Txvs ſtood this Conteſt of Authority in thoſe Davis. But 
however it might be ridicul'd or denied by ſome few cunuing 
Men, it was acknowledged by the general Body of Chriitians, 
and actually exercis'd by the Apoſtles ; who, for the Edification X 
of the Church, made uſe of all thoſe Powers, whether ordinary 
or miraculous, which Jeſus Chriſt had veſted in them: Powers, 
we are told, which extended beyond ſpiritual Cenſures and Ex- 
communications, even to the very Perſons and Bodies of great 


Offenders. * to whom the r left the Care of the 
| horch, 
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Church, continued to claim and exerciſe the ſame Authority; 
they maintain'd a ſtrict Order and Diſcipline, they cenſur'd and 
excommunicated both for Crimes and Errors; by which the un- 
happy Perſons were underſtood not only to forfeit the external 


Privileges of Chriſtianity, but in Conſequence at leaſt, if nat 


immediately, to ſuffer in their eternal Intereſts. Nor could 


ſuch a publick Mark of Infamy fail of affecting them greatly 
even in their temporal Concerns, tho' theſe did not lie directly 


within the then- Power of the Church. 


Is Proceſs of Time Chriſt'anity prevailing and foreading 


more -and more, the Civil Powers became Chriſtian, This: 


open'd a new Scene. As the ſame Perſons compoſed Church 


and State under two different Conſiderations only, and the Inte- 
reſts of one and the other were blended together in the Mind 


equally dear, the Face of Things without ſoon correſponded to 
the State of the Mind within, as one is ever an Image of the 


other : And accordingly every one operated in their ſeveral 
Way towards the Protection and Proſperity of both ; the Civil 


Magiſtrate lent the Strength of his Arm to ſupport the Church, 


and to give a Weight and Body to its Laws; and in return, the 


Governors of the 5 ITE complimented the Magiſtrate with a 
large Share of Power in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, and dropt a Tin- 
cture of Religion upon his Perſon and Authority; there was a 


mutval Exchange of Favours; from that Time the Authority of 


the Church was fo mix'd with that of the State, as not to be 


eafily diſtinguiſh'd ; the Governors of the Church ſtrengthen'd 


their ſpiritual Cihlites with temporal Puniſhments, which they 
were empower'd to inflict, partly from a Communication of 


the Civil Power with which they were themſelves inveſted, 
and partly from the Aſſiſtance given F the Magiſtrate in Aid 


of their Decrees, 


Ar 


N 
; 
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Ar length as the Civil Government (I ſpeak now chiefly of 
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the Roman Empire) was declining, and the Chriſtian Church 


'yet in a State of Growth, the latter prevail'd firſt in the Mind, 
and next in the Fact of Things; ; the State begun to be conſi- 
der'd as auxiliary and ſubſervient only to the Church; all its 
Terrors, Mulcts, Puniſhments, corporal Pains and Deaths, were 
employ'd in its Favour ; Wars were made for its Propagation ; 


the whole Artillery of the World was turn'd this Way : And 


all this over and above the ſpiritual Authority properly fo 


called, which was now ſtrain'd to an abſolute Infallibility, an 


abſolute Power of binding or looſing the Sins of Men, of open- 
ing or ſhutting the Kingdom of Heaven: In a Word, all Power 
in Heaven and in Earth was center'd in the Pope, who was now 
become the Monarch of the Church, and govern'd it with the 


moſt exquiſite Tyranny that perhaps the World ever knew. 
All the wildeſt and moſt monſtrous Extravagancies of Power 


were then put in Practice. And, as it muſt be where the 


natural Controll which is neceſſary to keep every Thing within 
it's proper Bounds is wanting, the Authority of the Church, by 


letting looſe all its Reins, run on precipitately to ruin itſelf, and 
_ deſtroy even the very Being of that Religion upon which it was 


founded. Chriſtianity was in a Manner wholly ſeculariz d and 
evaporated into Shew and Pageantry : A meer Form without 


Subſtance. An Authority founded upon it muſt TOY 


therefore ſink. 
Tur Notoriety of the Corruption ſtared them ſtrongly i in the 
: ace ; the common Senſe of Mankind roſe in Rebellion againſt 
The Church and State were now diſcern'd to be indepen- 
dont Things, each ſtanding upon its own Bottom : Indepen- 
dent for a little while, but that ſoon appear'd abſurd, and the 


Civil Magiſtrate was declar'd — the Church was glad to 


ſhelter 
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ſhelter itſelf under the Wings of temporal Power, to be fed 
and ſupported by it. It was not long before this was too much: 


it ſhould be quite purified, it was ſaid, from all ſecular Drefs, 


the Honours and Profits of the World; and left to ſtand in its 
own native Simplicity ; and every Body ſhould have fair Play 


and full Liberty to think and ſpeak and do as they pleaſe in 


Religious Matters. Well; but ſurely the Church, we may ſup- 
poſe, might {till be allowed to retain its ſpiritual Power : No, 
that would be too dangerous a Hold upon the human Mind; 

no Eccleſiaſtical Authority has any Right to frame Articles of 
Faith, or to declare what are the eſſential Points of Religion ; 
and indifferent Matters ought not to be made Terms of Com- 

munion : The Cenſures of the Church cannot poſſibly affect a 
Man in his eternal Intereſts, in the Favour of God, and they. 


| ſhould not prejudice him in his temporal: . e. no Man ought 
to ſuffer in any Manner or Degree, either with reſpe& to this 


World or the next, by any Authority on Earth for Matters that 
concern Religion. 


AnD thus from all Authority we are got down by Degrees to 
the other Extreme of no Authority at all : An Extreme equally 
ridiculous and equally fatal, but which ſeems to be a very fa- 
vourite Scheme (if it may be call'd fo, for it is rather a De- 


| ſtruction of all Schemes) among us at this Day. 


Tunis being fo, I hope it will appear a Subject neither un- 


ſeaſonable nor foreign to ſuch an Aſſembly, if I take Occaſion, 


from the Words of my Text, to diſcourſe a little upon this 


Point, and conſider how far a Church-Authority may be ſup- 
ported conſiſtently with the Principles of Reaſon and Scripture. 


ACCORDINGLY, I ſhall firſt examine into the Nature and 


Foundation of all Authority, whether civil or religious: In the 


next Place, conſider the particular Caſe of Church-Authority, of, 
what 


8 The Nature and Extent 
what Kind, and to what Point, it may be exerciſed in the 
Chriſtian Church upon the common Principles of Reaſon and 
Scripture. This, with a Remark here and there, and poſſibly 
an Anſwer to an Objection or ſo, if any occur, will be the 
Subject of the preſent Diſcourſe. 5 

1/t, IT will be neceffary to begin with dating the Nature 
and Foundation of all Authority, whether civil or religious. 
With regard to the latter, the Apoſtle in the Text aſſerts, that 
it as given by Jeſus Chriſt for the Edification and not Deftruc- 
tion of the Church, He repeats the ſame Expreſſion in the xiiith 
Chapter of this Epiſtle, where he ſays further, that the Apoſtles 
had no Power againſt the Truth, but for the Truth, and confe- 
quently, that where Chriſtians were firong, in a State of Health 
and Perfection, there they, the Apoſtles, were weak, and had no 
Power to exert : In Eph. iv. he ſays, That Jeſus Chriſt appoint- | 


ed the different Orders in the Church for the edifying of the Body 


of Chrift, And this is exactly equivalent with the Account 


which he gives, Rom. xiii. of the Civil Power, That it is or- 
dain'd of God, and is the Minifter of God for Good, that Rulers 
are a Terror, not to good Works, but to the Evil, and, that if we 


do that which is good, wwe need not be afraid of the Power : All 


which amounts to this, that whether we conſider Mankind in a 
religious or a civil Capacity, as a Church or as a Common-wealth, 
Government was neceſſary, and therefore appointed by God for 


their Good and Edifcation. 1 


 GoveRNMENT or Authority muſt therefore be aifinguiticd 
from meer Power, fince Power, conſider'd fimply in itſelf, might 


operate the Deſtruction as well as the Eaification of the Church, 


the Evil as well as Good of Mankind : And conſequently God 
» Almighty, in granting Authority, muſt grant ſomething, more 
than bare Force or Power, tho? being always) _ A with it, abt 


ſtand- 
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Randing forth viſible to the Notice, Government is ſometimes 
called by that Name. He muſt impart to it ſomething, which 


ſhall in Fact, upon the whole, operate the Good of Mankind. 
As he communicates therefore to a Government ſome Portion of 


his Power, he muſt likewiſe probably communicate in the ſame 


Meaſure, ſome Portion of thoſe other Divine Attributes which 


qualify himſelf ſupremely for the Government of the World; 


his Truth, his Wiſdom, his Juſtice, his Goodneſs, in a Word, 


every Thing which in the Deity we acknowledge to have the 


Direction of his Power. For Power without theſe would be a 
terrible thing whether in the Hands of God or Man ; and if 
the ſupreme Governor of the World ſhould thus upon the whole 
diſpenſe his Power at Random, without any Regard to thoſe other 
Qualifications which are neceſſary to render it beneficial ; if he 
ſhould — but it is abſurd to make the Suppoſition, for it muſt 


neceſſarily imply a Want of thoſe Attributes in himſelf, I am 


not talking of particular Caſes where the general Courſe of 
Things may be diſturb'd, the natural Tendency be over-power'd 


by the Violence of human Paſſions, or the Concurrence of a 
thouſand nameleſs Accidents ; but in general and upon the 
whole of Things it muſt be laid down as a Principle not to be 


diſputed, that if God Almighty has inſtituted Government for the 
Good of Mankind, he muſt proportion to their Power ſuch other 


Capacities and Diſpoſitions as will make a right Uſe of that 


Power: And then every Thing will fall in eaſy and conſiſt nt. 
There will then be of Right a Prepoſſeſſion in Favour of Go- 


vernment, that its Laws as they are inforc'd by Power, fo they 


are grounded upon Truth and Equity. And this is properly 


what creates Authority, for otherwiſe if Government be only 
Power, Obedience can be nothing but Slavery; but if it be 
founded upon Truth and Right, it will be likewiſe right for us 


to 


B 
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to obey ; we not only muſt, but we ought to obey : We act 


inconſiſtently with Right and the Truth of Things if we do not. 
| In all Authority, wherever it be allow'd, there is always con- 
ceal'd and involv'd this Notion of Right and Truth, If in a 
Point of Philoſophy we ſubmit to the Authority of Pythagoras 
or Ariſtotle; it is becauſe by many Proofs of a ſuperior Underſtand- 
ing they have acquir'd ſuch a Weight to their Deciſions, that 
there 1s juſtly ſuppos'd a Reaſon in order to ſupport them, tho' 
it be not explicitly given. Thus a Phyſician, or Lawyer, or 
Architect may in their reſpective Ways acquire an Authority, 

whereby we ſhall ſubmit to their Opinions upon the Account 
of this latent Truth which we have Reaſon to ſuppoſe in them. 
Tis not that any human Power or even God himſelf. has Au- 
thority to enjoin us to do a Thing whether it be right or wrong, 


to believe a Thing whether it be true or falſe ; but where God 


enjoins, we may be abſolutely ſure that it is right and true, fo 
abſolute, is his Authority ; and where a lawful Government 
requires, there is always with it a ſtrong Reaſon implied, that 
it is right and true, I fay implied, not ſeen ; for ſo far is that 


from being a good Account of our "Submiffion to Authority, 


that we ſhould believe and obey as far as it is reaſonable, 7. e. 


as far as we ſee the Reaſon, as far as we ſee the Thing enjoin'd 


to be right and true, that That is preciſely the very Thing 
which would render Authority impoflible ; for as far as we are 
govern'd by Reaſon, we are not govern'd by Authority; where 


we ſee we do not believe; where we do a Thing from Reaſon, 


we do not act from Principles of Obedience. Authority there- 
fore, as it is ſupported by Power, ſo it is juſtify'd by the Rea- 
ſon which is conceal'd under it; and that Reaſon fo ſtrong that 


ordinarily we ſhould require no other for our Obedience, but 
that it is commanded, (for very impertinent would be that 


Servant, 
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Servant, or that Son, or that Subject, who upon all Occaſions, 
when he was ordered by his Superiors to do a Thing, ſhould 
firſt demand a Reaſon for it) a Reaſon ſo ſtrong as to balance or 
even to overcome a thouſand flight Suſpicions and Fancies which 
otherwiſe might poſſibly ariſe in the Mind; a Reaſon ſtrong 
enough in ſhort to ſupport that general Law of Obedience 
which intirely reſts upon it: But yet however not. fo ſtrong, 
but that it ought to be controll'd by a certain high Degree of 
Evidence, a certain Notoriety of Fact, which diſcovers itſelf to 


the common Senſe of Mankind, For this is that natural 


Check which God Almighty has given to Authority, and where 
any Power has thrown off that Regard to Notoriety, that Re- 
verence to common Senſe, which ſhould reſtrain it within 
juſt Bounds, ſo that it becomes tyrannical, and governs by 
meer Will and Humour, there by the ſame Force with which 
it ſeems to gain an unnatural Strength, it is really ſweeping 
away its own Foundation, and deſtroying itſelf. The Power in 
Government therefore if duly balanced, ſhould be exactly pro- 
portioned to it's Right: 7z. e. it ſhould have a great deal, ſuffi- 
cient to ſupport itſelf againſt the private Diſcontents and Mur- 
murs of unreaſonable Men, but not ſufficient to overbear every 
poſſible Degree of Evidence. which would of Neceſſity unite 
the Underſtanding and Strength of the Body of Mankind. 

Ir is impoſſible upon any other Scheme that Government 
can be for God; for what may poſſibly be imagined, that God 
Almighty ſhould render it abſolutely infallible or impeccable, 
cannot be done without deſtroying intirely the human Syſtem, 
as it now ſtands. For 'tis the fame in Government as in pri- 
vate Men; were it ſo, that do what they would, God Almighty 
were board to warrant the Iſſue of their Conduct, there would 
be no longer wy Diſtinction left between Good and Evil, Wiſ⸗ 
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dom or Folly, It were full as good and full as prudent to run: 


into the Fire, as to uſe all proper Caution for eſcaping it. 


THe Reſult of all is this. God Almighty in the Inſtitution 
of Government for the good of Mankind, as he has given it a 
Power, ſo he has ordinarily given it a Truth and Right com- 
menſurate to it; this gives the Government an Authority, and 


makes the Obedience of the Subject not only neceſſary, but alſo. 
| reaſonable : Not once more that he is obliged always to ſee the 


Reaſon (for groſs would be this divine Mechaniſm if it ſtood . 
out expoſed to every Eye) but there really is a Reaſon at the 
Bottom which works unſeen in the Soul, ſo that he chearfully 
ſubmits, and knows he is doing a right Thing. This, I ſay, 


| ſeems to be the true State of Authority and Obedience. 


Now let us 2dly upon this Bottom conſider the particular 
Caſe of Church- Authority, of what Kind and to what Point 
it may be exerciſed in the Chriſtian Church upon the common 
Principles of Reaſon and Scripture. . The Apoſtle, we have 
ſeen, puts the Authority of Church and State exactly upon the 
ſame Footing. It is deſigned for the Good and Edification of 
it's reſpective Body, which cannot ſubſiſt without it; and con- 
ſequently the Reaſon for one and the other muſt be the ſame: 


But the particular Nature of Church-Authority muſt be deter- 


mined by the Nature of the Body which it is deſigned to edify. 
Now as the End of all civil Government is the Proſperity of 
this World as far as it is attainable by a Union of Mankind 
under certain Laws, ſo the Object of Religion is the eternal 
Beatitude of Man, the whole Sum of Happineſs that is com- 
petent to the human Nature. In one View Man is conſider” d 
as mortal, a temporary Inhabitant of this World, and a Subject 
to human Goverment, with Laws adapted to it: In the other 


he. is an eternal. Being, and Member of an eternal Govern- 


ment, 
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ment, where God is King, and governs by a Syſtem of Laws 
where every Thing muſt of Neceſſity be eternal; which Laws 
we believe to be contained in the Holy Scriptures, The Uſe of 
Government in Church and State is to enforce the reſpective 
Laws, and to ſuperintend the Welfare of the whole Body in 
ſuch Manner that it may not be defeated of its End. It is 
what Philoſophers call 70 o, the Bond which holds toge- 
ther the ſeveral Parts in Union, and thro' certain political Canals 
diffuſes its Influences through every Member, by which it feeds 
and nouriſhes the whole Body. Tis thus the Church is every 
where deſcribed by St. Paul as an organized Body, under one 
Head, compoſed of ſeveral Members, which have all their 
diſtinct Offices, acting in Concert. towards one End, the In- 
creaſe and Edification of the whole. 
AND conſequently there cannot be a more miſtaken Repre- 

ſentation than that which would deſcribe the Church as a Ball 

of Sand, every Part divided from each other ; and the Chriſtian 
Religion as a kind of Philoſophy, a Syſtem of Truths and mo- 
ral Rules only, offered to every Man's private Reaſon, which 
theretore he is at Liberty to take or refuſe without any Harm 
done, provided he is ſincere in his Inquiries. No; Chriſtianity 
is a Law to which God Almighty has obliged every Man to 
whom it is properly tendered to ſubmit, without any Allowance 
| hinted to be made for thoſe that ſhall ſincerely refuſe it. Becauſe 
the Suppoſition is abſurd, For if we believe God Almighty has 
publiſhed a Law for the Government of Mankind, it is impoſſi- 
ble but we muſt believe it to come accompanied with a Degree 
of Evidence ſufficient to convince every honeſt Mind that is 
within the Sphere of it. And therefore where a Man refuſes it 
in the Midſt of all it's Influence, we are obliged to ſuppoſe 
that he is not n that he 1 is blinded by his Vices and Paſ- 


ſions; 


N e 4 


ing up of Men (a Metaphor much uſed by the ſacred Writers, 
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ſions ; that he wants that Purity of Heart which is neceſſary to 
diſcern God, 

Wrar, I pray you, is wanting that is neceſſary to the Eſſence 
of a Law? Are not there ſome Things enjoin'd and others 
forbid ? And theſe enforced by Sanctions the moſt awful and 
tremendous, no leſs than everlaſting Happineſs and Miſery ? 
And all this by God, who ſurely can want no Authority to 
bind the Obedience ? And Chriſtianity being a Law, what will 


become of all thoſe little Plauſibilities of Talking which this 


Age ſo much delights in, and which are contrived to give a 


Man Confidence 1n Infidelity? Firſt of all to make a dangerous 
| Suppoſition that a Man may honeſtly and with a ſincere Heart 


reject Chriſtianity, and then that his Sincerity will bear him 
out in it and juſtify him before God : 2. e. (for it comes to that 
in Practice) that if a Man will in his Searches after Truth be 


ſure to kecp himſelf clear from all Biaſs of Authority and truſt 


only to himſelf, he may be eaſy in the Reſult of his Concluſi- 
ons whatever they be; for tis on that Side the Guard is di- 
refed to be placed; whilſt the Mind is generally left open to 


Pride, Singularity, Self-Conceit, Obſtinacy and a thouſand 


crooked Paſſions which pervert it and give it an undue Lean- 
ing. But if Chriſtianity be a Law, as I faid before, all this 
Talk is deſtroy'd at once, for we are then oblig'd to receive it; 
and it is incumbent upon the Providence of God to juſtify the 


Obligation which he lays upon us by giving it ſuch a Degree of 


Evidence as no honeſt Mind can withſtand, though it is ſtill ſub- 


ject to Contradiction from the obſtinately Incredulous, whom 


God ls made no Proviſion to convince. 


Tuvs it is that the Prophecy of Simeon concerning Jeſus 
Chriſt is fulfilled, that this Child was ſet for the Fall and Build. 
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by whom Jeſus Chriſt is repreſented as a Stone, to ſome a Stone 
of Stumbling and Offence, to others a Corner-ftone for Edifi- 
cation into the Chriſtian Structure) and for a Sign to be con- 
troverted ; he was to be a Problem of Controv erſy to the 
World, che great Touch-ſtone of Mankind, ſo contrived by in- 
finite Wiſdom as to diſcover the Hearts 8 inmoſt Souls of all 
Mankind by their receiving or rejecting him; for ſo Toaawy 
here and in an hundred Places of the New Teſtament is to be 
underſtood, as ==? in the Hebrew, for r7@y ποοννν “, not many, 
but the Many, the general Body of Mankind. Es 

To hear a certain Kind of Reaſoning, one would be apt to 
imagine that there is no real and eſſential Difference in Things 
between Good and Evil, Right and Wrong, Truth and Falſe- 
hood, but every Thing is juſt what every one's private Imagi- 
nation makes it ; and that the Laws of the Goſpel are meerly 
arbitrary, the Dictates of pure Will and Power; whereas if 
they are the Laws of God, they muſt be the Reſult of all his 
adorable Attributes, and be as fix'd as they are; Laws to which 
Happineſs and Miſery are immutably attached by the Decree of 
God and the Neceſſity of Things, which indeed is only ano- 
ther Name for it; Laws therefore which cannot be twiſted fo 
as to be made to conform to our Fancies and Variations, but 
we muſt come to them. If in thoſe Laws ſome Things are 
required to be believed and others to be done upon all thoſe 
eternal Pains and Promiſes, it is becauſe it is impoſſible in the 
Nature of Things, or which is the ſame, inconfiſtent with the 
Nature of God, that Men can be eternally happy or miſerable 
upon any other Terms or by any other Means; and conſe- 
quently it is impoſſible that there can be any Diſpenſation or 
| Allowance for a Man that does not believe and do them. 
J fay 
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I fay believe as well as do; for there are certain Articles of 
Faith as ſtrongly inſiſted on, as any Points of Practice can be: 
And it 1s peculiarly neccflary they ſhould be ſo, for this whole 
Kingdom of God is founded upon Faith. Our own eternal 
Exiſtence, everlaſting Happineſs and Mitery, and the Being of 


God, are all Objects of Faith and not oi Senſe, and therefore 
muſt neceſſarily be believed before there can be any Foundation 
for doing. This therefore is properly a Kingdom of Faith, 


conſidered as oppoſed to earthly Sovereignties which are Objects 
of Senſe. And God Almighty ſeems in great Wiſdom to have ba- 


Lnced the infinitely greater Moment of the one by the *Erzpyuie, 


the ſtrong Impulſe wherewith the other ſtrikes the Senſes, leſt if 


our Minds ſhould be employed too intenſely upon theſe great Ob- 
jects of Faith, the Offices of this World ſhould be deſerted. And 
I believe Wfre we to look all round, and take an univerfal Survey 
of theſe two Principles, we ſhould find them to have influen- 
ced Mankind pretty nearly alike; ſometimes the former pre- 
voailing and drawing the other into it % Ordine ad Spiritualia, 
and ſometimes the latter 77 Ordine ad Temporalia ; ſometimes 
the High-Prieſt becoming the Temporal Sovereign, and ſome- 


times the Sovereign becoming the Head of the Church, as in 
their continual Vibrations they paſs to and fro on one Side or 


other of this Middle. 

Bur to let this paſs: As the Subjects of this Kingdom of 
God muſt of Neceſſity believe thoſe Foundation-Points without 
which it cannot ſubſiſt at all, ſo our Faith is requir'd likewiſe 


to the peculiar Doctrines of the Goſpel : Go ye, ſays our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour to his Diſciples in his laſt Charge, and preach the 


Goſpel to every Creature; he that believeth and is baptized ſhall 


be ſav'd, but be that believeth not ſhall be damn'd : An Expreſ- 


ion as ſtrong as Words can make it; ; and which 1s enough to 


contound 
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confound a thouſand watriſh Arguments which are offer'd by 
our modern Reaſoners againſt the Neceſſity of believing ; which 
all at laſt terminate in one or other of theſe two Suppoſitions; 


that Faith cannot be commanded ; and that Points of Faith 


are of no Importance to Practice ; and therefore may be be- 
liey'd or not without any Conſequence : But the Anſwer 1s ve=- 
ry plain, that God Almighty, as the Fountain of all Truth, has 
the ſame Right to command the Faith, as by his Juſtice and 
Rectitude he is authoriz'd to require the Practice; the Obe- 
dience of the Mind as well as of the Will is due to him ; nor 
can the Mind refuſe this Homage to God but by the ct 
Degree of Corruption and Depravity, as great as that which 
ſets the Will in Rebellion againſt him : And as to the other 
Suppoſition, that Points of Faith are of no Importance to Prac- 
tice, beſides that there is in Truth no Doctrine of Scripture 
which has not ſome Connexion with Practice; beſides that, I 


ſay, I muſt infiſt upon it that the Mind being the Fountain of 


Action, all external Acts muſt derive their Value and Denomi- 


- nation from That, and not That from Them; that a right State 


of Mind is the firſt Thing neceſſary ; and that the external Act 


is only good and right as it proceeds from That; that Men are 


happy and miſerable primarily by the Mind ; and conſequently 


that all Doctrines which tend to ſet that right, to make it 
humble towards God, benevolent towards Men, modeſt and 
patient and contented in itſelf, to put it in the true Point of Rec- 


titude with regard to itſelf and every Thing around it, all theſe 


Doctrines, I ſay, are directly and immediately good in them- 


ſelves, as tending to give a right Mind. 8 
War theſe are is certainly known to God, and to none 


but God; and therefore whatever he has required us to believe 


neceſaily os us to op that it is ue adapted to 
this 
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this End, and conſequently that we can't be happy but in an 
humble Submiſſion to it. And wherever there is found a Man 
daring enough to diſpute this Point with his Maker, we may 
be infallibly certain that there is wanting a due Humility to- 
wards God, which will of Courſe let the Reins of the Mind full 
looſe to a Pride and Selt-ſufficiency hateful to all around Ty. 
and inſupportable to himſelf. 

Tnus having ſeen that Chriſtianity is a Law which every 
Perſon to whom it is duly tender'd is oblig'd to receive by all 
the higheſt Conſiderations of eternal Happineſs and Miſcry, and 
that this Law comprehends certain Articles of Faith which we 
are to believe, as well as Duties which we are to practiſe ; and 
that the Church or Aſſemblage of all Chriſtian Perſons is in its 
own Nature a Subject of Order and Government under God, as 
much as any civil Community of Men, and is declar'd in Scrip- 
ture to be a regular organiz'd Body which receives Support and 
Nouriſhment through the ſeveral Connexions which unite the 
Members into one Whole; what remains Fw oy - be diſ- 
patch'd. 
Lux us now ſuppoſe then, that Jeſus Chriſt had given no Direc- 
tions about Government, but only left us a general Plan of Faith 
and Practice according to which we ſhould, under the Govern- 
ment of God, infallibly attain eternal Fapicefs, and we of this 
Nation, for Inſtance, were thoroughly convinc'd of this, and 
ſee how far we may proceed upon the common Principles of 
| Reaſon. Why undoubtedly, for the fame Reaſon that Man- 
kind, ſuppoſing no divine Direction or Commiſſion, would have 
a Right to aſſociate themſelves into a civil Society the better to 
N their temporal Proſperity, and inveſt a Government in 
ſome Form or other with Powers ſufficient for that Purpoſe, 
might we as Chriftians, fully perluaded that our everlaſting. 

Happineſs 
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Happineſs depended upon our Faith and Practice in this World 


as laid down in the Scriptures, aſſociate ourſelves into a Chriſ- 
tian Society for the better Attainment of it, and erect a Govern- 
ment with certain Powers, ſuch as we ſhould think beſt adapted 
to that End. Thus far we proceed upon a Suppoſition that 


Chriſtianity ſome how found us in a State of Ws | and 


every one Maſter of himſelf, 

Bur going a Step further, and ſuppoſing it to find us, as in 
Fact it did, engag'd in civil Society and under ſome temporal 
Government, this Government now become Chriſtian would 
ſtill have the ſame natural Right as before to ſecure its everlaſt- 
ing Intereſt in Conjunction with its temporal, and create ſuch 
further Powers, whether in the temporal Governors or others 
newly inſtituted, as in their Judgments would moſt effectually 
anſwer their Purpoſe. Reaſoning then upon the natural Rights 
of Mankind only, they wou'd be juſtify'd in erecting a Church 
under ſome Form of Government, and inveſting the Gover- 
nors and Miniſters in it with ſuch Powers, Honours and 
Advantages, as they ſhould think moſt conducive to the Good 
and Edification of it. And thus far the Church needs not to 


call in the Aid of the State to account for the Powers and Ad- 
vantages of it's Miniſters, but can juſtify them upon the natural 


Right of Mankind to aſſociate themſelves in ſuch Manner as 


they think beſt. 


PROCEEDING further till, and obſerving that the Principles 
of Chriſtianity are greatly productive of the Proſperity and Peace 
of civil Society; that in general the ſame Duties are requir'd in 
both; and thoſe Duties and the Obedience to civil Powers en- 
forc'd by all the Sanctions of Religion; obſerving this, I fay, it 
becomes right for the civil Powers, as civil, to encourage and 
protect the Church in return, and give it back all the Benefit 

8 and 
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and Aſſiſtance which they receive from it, and in this View 
the Church becomes intitled to the Protection and Encou- 
ragement of the State, ſo much whatever that be as is equi- 
valent to the Good it receives from it ; thus far we might go 
then upon the common Principles of Reaſon, ſuppoſing Chriſti- 
anity were juſt now to make it's Entrance into this Nation, and 
we had no DireCtions for the Government of it. 

Bur looking more cloſely into the Matter, we find that there 
has been ever united with the Chriſtian Profeſſion ſome Kind of 
Church-Polity ; that our bleſſed Saviour, even in the Infancy of 
the Church, and while himſelf was perſonally preſent with it, 
inſtituted a College of Twelve Apoſtles and Seventy Aſſiſtant 
Diſciples with large Powers granted to them ; that theſe Apo- 
ſtles planted Churches up and down through the World under 
certain eſtabliſh'd Regulations of Government, and appointed 
Perſons to preſide over them under the Names of Biſhops, El- 
ders, Prophets, Paſtors, Teachers, Cc. I don't here examine 
into the preciſe Diſtinction between theſe ſeveral Offices, becauſe 
it is not my Subject; but it is certain that ſome Government 
was eſtabliſhed ; and from the ſecond Century down to the pre- 
ſent Time, thro' all the Ages of the Church, it is without diſ- 
pute that the Government of the Church has been Epiſ- 
copal, as we now find it in this Nation ; fo that Church-Au- 
thority, as it is eſtabliſh'd amongſt us, has an Advantage above 
all others whatſoever, as it claims to have a Divine Original 
(1 expreſs myſelf thus, becauſe I wou'd nor embarraſs myicif in 
any Diſpute that lies out of my Subject) and has all the Right 
that an undoubted Preſcription of Sixteen Hundred. Years can 
give it; both which are Advantages beyond what any Civil 
Government in Europe does or can pretend to. This then is 
SRC ſtrong Reaſon for our ant Church-Authority, and 


adds 
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adds great Weight to what we obſer v' d before upon the natural 


Rights of Mankind. 
Ax p laſtly to conclude this Part of the Argument, we are 


all of us born and bred into a certain Government in Church 
and State, and naturaliz'd to it: It has been a Frinciple unhap- 
pily introduc'd into Philoſophy, but fatally into Religion, that 
we ought to come to it White Paper, as they fay, quite looſe 
and without all Attachments, that ſo we may be the more at 
Liberty to chuſe for ourſelves ; a Principle ſet up in Defiance 
to Nature and the le ieike Oeconoiny: For we every 
one of us find ourſelves in a certain Station aſſign'd us by Pro- 
vidence ; a Station which is the ource of every Duty of Life. 
As the World cannot ſubſiſt without Government in Church 
and State, here is one already made to my Hands; I am born 
a Member of it; this immediately then and without any Rea- 
ſoning has all the Claims of Authority upon me; and I am not 
to forfeit the Benefit I enjoy under This for nothing, but for 
ſomething ſtill better, and that ſo much better as to balance all 
the Evil of a Change from This into That: And that, however 
ſlightly we may think of it, is a Caſe which the Providence of 
God in great Mercy to us permits very ſeldom to happen, for 
it is terrible when it comes, and always leaves dcep Scars be- 
hiad it. 
Fon when the Corruptions of Government are come to a cer- 
tain Degree of Maturity, and + Revolution is become neceſſary, 
if God himſelf does not immediately interpoſe in a miraculous 
Way, the Work is generally perform'd by the common Senſe 
or Feeling of Mankind united together, and work'd up into a 
ſtrong Fermentation; not Reaſon in its cool natural State, but 
Reaſon violently heated by Paſſion, or inſpirited by Enthuſiaſm ; 
and hardly any longer Reaſon ; ſo that afterward when the 


Thing 
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Thing is done and the Wound ſhould be cloſed up again, and 


Government fall back into its right Channel, and reſume all it's 


Claims upon the Subject, (for that it ſhould immediately after 
As if nothing had happen'd) we find by fad Experience, that 


thoſe Principles of Diſſolution, after they have: been once 


let looſe to root up and to deſtroy, are not eaſily gathered in 
again, but continue ſtill to lurk about and undermine the new 
Eſtabliſhment ſometimes for Ages after. 

WE need go no further for an Inſtance of this than the Re- 
formation, which thcugh as neceſſary as an Exceſs of Corrup- 
tion could poſſibly make it, has left behind it ſtill operating 
certain Principles of Confuſion levell'd not againſt the Abuſe of 
Government, but againſt all Government itſelf, Such is the 
Right of private Judgment which has been called in to juſtify 
that noble Stand made againſt the Errors of Popery, and will 
juſtify every Thing alike ; the Superſtitions and Tyrannick Per- 


ſecutions of that corrupted Church, as well as the Oppoſition ' 


made againſt them; an unreaſonable Rebellion, as well as a 


juſt Defence of our Rights; for act how we will, we always 
act, and of Neceſſity muſt do ſo in Conſequence of our own 


private Judgments ; but can that therefore be a Juſtification for 
any Thing which will juſtify every Thing ? 


NoTHING can juſtify a Revolution in the State, but the Abuſes 
of Government carried to a certain unnatural Pitch of Corrup- 


tion big enough to anſwer all the Evils of a Change; and tis 
the ſame Principle only that can juſtify a Reformation in the 
Church: *Tis not our private Opinion makes it right or 
wrong, but the real Truth of Things which God Almighiy, in 


the ordinary Courſe of his Providence, has provided ſhall be 


felt when the Hour is come by the general Body of Mankind, 


* then 105 c a Kind of Inſpiration as one Man. But as 1 


ſaid, 
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ſaid, it is not Government, but the Abuſe of Government that 
we can be ever juſtify'd in oppoſing, and conſequently the Mo- 
ment after a Reformation is compleated, the Neceflity of a 
Church-Authority with all its juſt' Appendages ſtill ſubſiſts as 
ſtrongly as ever, as if nothing had happened, and the Governors 
in a reform'd Church conſiſtently with all Reaſon may claim and 
exerciſe it. 

ANp they are not only at Liberty, but are oblig'd in Diſ- 
charge of their Duty, to require from all their Members an 
Obedience to certain Points of Faith and Practice, ſuch as the 


Holy Scriptures have declared to be neceſſary to the Salvation 


of Mankind. This indeed is a Point of great Nicety, and re- 


- quires the utmoſt Circumſpection to ſteer a juſt Courſe between 


the two Extremes of a general Relaxation and a too cloſe Con- 
finement : But after all it muſt be left, becauſe it can be left 
to nothing elſe, to the beſt Judgment of every Government, 


which has the fame Right to judge, or rather is under the fame 


Neceſſity of judging for itfelf, as any private Man, 

AxD to enable them to do this, they are reaſonably ſuppoſed not 
only to have natural Capacities equal to thoſe under their Care, but 
to have great Advantages above them, by having made thoſe 


Points more their Study; by being ſituated as they are in the 


Center of the Body, the very Point to which all Information 


is naturally directed; and by being intitled to a ſuperior Mea- 
ſure of the Guidance of the Holy Spirit, which like the Soul 


diffuſes it's Influences through the whole Chriſtian Body, as the 


Welfare of the Church more depends upon a right Deliberation 


in them than in private Perſons : Which comes to the fame with 
the Account above given of Authority, that wherever there is a 


| lawful Government, together with a certain Portion of Power 
given them by God, it is reaſonable to preſume that he grants 


likewiſe 
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likewiſe a Meaſure of Truth and Right commenſurate to it, to 
_ Juſtify the Obedience of the Subject, and make it right as well 
as neceſſary. 

So far is it therefore from being abſurd 1 the Governors of 
the Church ſhould inſiſt upon certain Points of Faith, that it 
is impoſſible to ſuppoſe a Church- Government without that Power, 


as the everlaſting Happineſs of Mankind is declar'd in Scripture 


to reſult from a right Faith as much as from a right Practice. 
Bur can any Body of Men pretend abſolutely to determine 
what is true Doctrine and what is not ſo in Religion? No 
they cannot, we know nothing abſolute upon Earth : Nor there- 
fore can any civil Authority infallibly decide Right and Wrong ; 
but for all that with the ſame Degree of Neceſlity that there 
- muſt be any Government at all, it is neceſſary that they ſhould 
enact Laws concerning Right and Wrong, which are to be the 


Rule of Judgment for the Subject, till the contrary appears by 


a certain high Degree of Notoriety as I obſerv'd before. Till 
then the Prepoſſeſſion juſtly lies on the Side of Order and Go- 


verment; and this though it can't give an abſolute Authority, 
which nothing Human can or ſhou'd have, yet it is ſufficient 


to ſupport a Government, ſuch as it has been ever practis d in 


the World; and no more can juſtly be demanded by any Church- 


Authority; ; for this is enough to found a Government upon, 
Which is all that 1s required. 

Bu x ſtill it's ſaid that we cannot nofhibly believe any Doc- 
trine from meer Authority, any further than it agrees with 
our own Reaſon ; yes you can do it, and do do it; where you 
acknowledge the Authority to be infallible, there of courſe 


you facrifice all Appearance of Reaſon, This we all do where 


God has thought fit to declare any Truth : The Romaniſts do 


it, 
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it, who attribute Infallibility to their Church : This indeed all 
Proteſtants rightly affirm is more than can belong to Man ; but 
it is very conſiſtent with Proteſtant Principles and the ſevereſt 
Reaſon to believe againſt ſlight Appearances, and ſometimes 
even where there are great Plauſibilities to miſtruſt our own 
Judgments, where the Authority on the other Side is very 
ſtrong. In a Word, if our paſt Reaſoning is right, ſo far ſhall 
we be from finding any Difficulty in yielding our Belief, that 
we ſhall not be able to refuſe it, till we come to that Point of 
Notoriety, where I have agreed that all Authority muſt be 
bounded. ' 
AND that is not ſo common a Thing as we may be apt to 
imagine; for we are to remember, that it is not abſolute Rea- 
ſon as it ſtands pure in itſelf that we oppoſe to Authority, for 
in that Caſe all the Authority in the World were nothing to it, 
but only the Appearance of Reaſon as it ſeems to us; that as 
we may be deceiv'd on one Side, ſo there is a Poſſibility of 
Miſtake on the other ; and conſequently that we are in Truth 
only balancing one Degree of Probability againſt another, the 
Probability ariſing from the Appearance of Reaſon againſt 
that ariſing from Authority. And I can't help obſerving, in 
Favour of the latter, that as the Fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer 
than Men, and all thoſe Doctrines of Chriſtianity which have 

been the great Offences to the Wiſdom of the World, are thoſe 
very Points which conſtitute the ſupreme Perfection of it, fo 

thoſe Articles of Religion, which ſtand moſt expos'd to the Ca- 

vils of Half-thinking Men, are generally founded upon the 
_ Rrongeſt Reaſons . RE : 
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Bx it now then ſuppos'd, that the Church has a Right to 
require a Submiſſion to certain Articles of Faith as well as. 
certain Points. of Practice, ſuch as ſhe ſhall think neceſſary, it 
remains to inquire in few Words what Authority ſhe has to en- 
force them, And this will ſoon be determin'd if we keep in 
Mind the End to which every Thing in the Church is directed, 
which is the eternal Beatitude or Salvation of it's Members. 
For from thence it follows immediately, that the Good which 


Government operates in the Church, and conveys through every 


Member of it by certain Canals appointed for that Purpoſe, is 
eternal Happineſs, for it can be nothing elſe; in the ſame Man- 


ner as temporal Proſperity is conveyed by the an Power: That 


where the Body is ſound and in a State of Health, and every 
Member performs it's due Functions, there the Governors can 


have no Power to exerciſe over them; but where any Member 


is refractory, there of Courſe the Power begins to exert itſelf to. 


bring it into Order, and the diſobedient Member of Neceſſity 


forfeits ſo much of his eternal Happineſs as his Obedience would 
have procur'd him; in other Words, he fo far. loſes his Claim 
to. the Favour of Gud, and ſubjects himſelf to his Anger and all 


the Conſequences of it; for to reſiſt the Power in this Senſe. 


too is to reſiſt the Onlinatice of God, the Means. which he 
has appointed for Salvation, and muſt therefore of Neceſſity in 


Proportion expoſe a Man to the Pains of the Goſpel. 


All this follows of Courſe directly from the very Nature « of 
the Church, and will help to explain to us the Meaning of 
thoſe Powers which Jeſus Chriſt left with the Apoſtles, what- 


' ſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, and 


whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on n ow be _ in Heauen; or as | 
it 
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it is expreſſed in another Place, whoſe-ſoever Sins ye remit they 
are remitted unto them, and whoſe-ſoever Sins ye retain they are 
retained, A Form of Words which our Church till preſerves 
in the Office for the Ordination of Prieſts, by that plainly ſhew- 
ing that ſhe Judges it a ſtanding Power belonging to her Mi- 
niſters. And it plainly is ſo and inſeparable from a Church-Au- 

thority, when rightly underſtood : Not that thereby every com- 
mon Prieſt is empowered to abſolve or refuſe Abſolution where 
he pleaſes, to abſolve an obſtinate Sinner, or refuſe an humble 


Penitent, no, nor even the Apoſtles themſelves : This wou'd be 


quite deſtroying the whole Deſign of Chriſtianity, and is evi- 
dently contrary to the plaineſt Reaſon, as well as to that Paſſage 
of the Goſpel, where Jeſus Chriſt giving Directions to the Se- 
venty, into whatſoever Houſe they enter'd bids them firſt fay, 
Peace be to this Houſe, and if the Son of Peace be there (ſays he) 
your Peace ſhall reſt upon it; if not, it ſhall turn to you again, 
All the Authority in the World can never give Peace to a Sub- 
ject utterly unſuſceptible of Peace. Even God himſelf never 
forgives but where there is a Subject of Forgiveneſs, For how- 
ever it becomes us in ſpeaking of the divine Adminiſtration, 
not being able to fathom the Reaſon of his Doings, to refer 
them to his ſupreme Will only, yet that Will (as I faid before 
of his Laws) is ever to be underſtood as the Reſult of all 
his Attributes, not an arbitrary random Diſpenſation of his 
Graces. 5 
Tux Power of Abſolution therefore or Forgiveneſs of Sins 
(which includes a Title to the Kingdom of Heaven and all 
other Chriſtian Benefits) means that God has appointed the 
Miniſters of the Church to be the Canal through which every 


D 2 Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Benefit ſhall be deriv'd to the ſeveral Members. They 
are firſt of all to be Subjects of Forgiveneſs, and then the Ab- 
ſolution actually confers it; as in Temporal Sovereignties where 
a Pardon is granted, it can only come through a certain Me- 
dium, and where a Subject contemptuouſly refuſes to receive it 
in the Way it is offer'd, there, however otherwiſe qualified, he 
is incapable of receiving it; ſo here where a Perſon in Con- 
tempt or Neglect of God's Ordinance won't accept Forgiveneſs 
in the War of his Appointment, he muſt of Neceſſity remain 
ſhut againſt it, and his Sins be retain'd ; for whatever be the 
Good reſulting to the Church from Government, all that will be 
the Evil of diſobeying it: He is guilty of an Act of Rebellion 
againſt an Authority of divine Appointment, and ſhews that he 
wants that Humility of Soul which God has declared to be a 
neceſſary Diſpoſition for Forgiveneſs. 05 
AND the ſame Reaſon, without enlarging upon it, will evidently 
prove an Authority accompanying every Office of Religion, when 
it is duly performed by a rightful Miniſter, and diſtilling a Vir- 
tue upon it no otherwiſe to be enjoy d: And conſequently to 
annihilate this is to deſtroy that vital Principle of Union by 
which the Body of the Church is nouriſhed and kept alive, and 
to expoſe it to certain Diſſolution and Death; and whoever 
would endeavour to ſupply the Want of it by ſubſtituting in it's 
Room all the natural Advantages in the World of Learning, 
Oratory, Philoſophy, or Moral Reaſoning, will find himſelf 
in the Iſſue dreadfully miſtaken : Theſe og always. to be 
confider'd as Acceſſaries only. 
Fox we are not to think that this Autarits which 
Jeſus Chriſt left hne him, ought to be confin'd to the 
Apoſtolical 
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Apoſtolical Times; the Reaſon continues for ever the ſame; 
and Things are proportion d now exactly as heretofore, the 
Governors of the Church to the preſent Members of it, as 
the Apoſtles to the Primitive Chriſtians; for as the Apo- 
ſtles were veſted with miraculous Powers * the governing 
of the Church, ſo the whole Body of the Firſt Faithful en- 
joy'd an extraordinary Effuſion of the Holy Spirit, which 
was as good a Reaſon to exempt them from Government 
as any Pretences to Underſtanding can be to our modern 


People. And accordingly fo we find it actually to have been, 


for the Corinthians were as tumultuous and as difficultly kept 


in Order, and offer d as good Arguments for — 
as any in theſe later Times, 


I have now done as much as the Time will permit me 
to do, and I hope made it pretty plain to a fair Reaſoner, 
that the Church does not want internal Principles of its own. 


to defend its Authority as a Spiritual Body, nor want a 
Title to the Favour of the Civil Powers, who ought there- 


fore to protect and encourage it in their own Way by 
Temporal Advantages : And therefore I ſhall conclude here 
with this one Remark, that whoever thinks to keep out Po- 
pery from this Nation, by diſſolving every Bond that can 
hold a Proteſtant Church together, acts full as abſurdly, as 


if, through an intemperate Love of Liberty, he ſhould pro- 
poſe to keep out a Pretender and Arbitrary Power by no Go- 
vernment at all; a Tyranny of all Kinds, whether in Church 


or State, is not to be kept out by no Power, but by a Legal 
Power firmly eſtabliſh'd ; for wherever there is a Vacuity, 


Popery,, 
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Popery, which is ever alive, will ſoon feel the No-Reſiſtance, 
and burſt in like a Flood, and nothing but an hearty and 
zealous Attachment to the preſent Eſtabliſhment in Church 
and State, can ſave us from it ; an Eſtabliſhment, which 
may God Almighty in his Providence long preſerve to us, 
for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake, To whom with Thee, O Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be given all Glory now and ever. 
Amen. 
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